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LIFE IN BANGLADESH

The photographs in this exhibition
offer a snapshot of life in
Bangladesh, a country with a
population of 150 million people

living in an area the size of England.

Many of these people are living in
extreme poverty, on land that is prone to
frequent flooding.

It is in this context that the Church
of Bangladesh - with the support of
USPG: Anglicans in World Mission - is
demonstrating God’s love by reaching
out to the poor and vulnerable,
regardless of their faith.

Christians in Bangladesh are in a
tiny minority, comprising less than
0.3 per cent of the population,
compared with 83 per cent Muslim and
16 per cent Hindu.

Within this Christian community
is the Church of Bangladesh, which is
a United Church - being made up of
both Anglicans and Christians of
other traditions - and part of the
Anglican Communion.

It is not a wealthy church - like much
of the population, most Christians are
poor tarmers or day labourers.

But despite its poverty and its small
size, the Church of Bangladesh is working
hard to make a difference. Through its
Social Development Programme, the
church is providing vital health care,
supporting the elderly, tackling human
trafficking, providing schooling for
vulnerable children, and digging safe
wells in areas where the water is poisoned
by naturally-occurring arsenic.

USPG’s support for the Church of
Bangladesh takes many forms: we
provide direct funding, we are partners
in prayer, and we are co-workers in the
shared objectives of global mission.

We hope these photographs will
inspire you to find out more about the
Church of Bangladesh and the work of
USPG around the world.

For further information and resources,
phone 0845 273 1701 or email
enquiries@uspg.org.uk

and life-changing ways.

USPG: Anglicans in World Mission is enabling churches to share God's love in practical

We work in direct partnership with Anglican Churches in over 50 countries, helping
to strengthen the church and build communities.

USPG needs your donations to support vital church work, including healthcare,
education, leadership training and action for social justice.

All photographs: Leah Gordon/USPG: Anglicans in World Mission
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Rickshaws on the crowded streets of
Bangladesh's capital city Dhaka.
Bangladesh is one of the world's poorest
and most densely populated countries,
with 150 million people, many of them
living in poverty.

Every day, boats sail through Dhaka, on
the Buriganga River, carrying considerable
local passenger traffic and national cargo.

A boy plays in a flooded slum area, in the
Pargandaria section of Dhaka. Many
people are compelled to live on flood-
prone land where they are vulnerable to
water-borne diseases.
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Drying onions in Old Town Market, Dhaka.
Two thirds of Bangladesh's population are
employed in the agricultural sector, but
there is growing unemployment as the
agricultural industry struggles to absorb a
rapidly expanding labour force.

A carpenter at work on the streets of
Jurain slum, in Dhaka.

Ranu Begum, a widow from Jurain slum,
is part of the Ekota Women's Development
Project, which is supported by the Church
of Bangladesh. The project gave Ranu a
loan to set up a small business selling
healthy food and snacks to families in the
community. Ranu said: ‘I'm so grateful for
this project. It means | am able to support
myself, my mother and my daughter’
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Anna Akter, in the foreground, is a pupil
at the Verandah School, which is run by
the Church of Bangladesh in Dhaka. The
school provides poor children like Anna,
who comes from a slum area called
Patlakhanlen, with their only chance of
an education. Anna said: ‘I like school,
especially drawing and singing. When

| grow up | want to be a doctor!

Upen Mollick, from Bollobhpur, is a
member of the Golden Age Project, which
provides the elderly with a place to go and
a sense of worth. Upen — shown here
weaving, an activity he learned at the
project — said: ‘Before the project there
wasn’t much to do. Most of the time |
stayed at home, but now | can come here
and make friends!

A mother watches over her baby in the
USPG-supported Bollobhpur Hospital.
There are 12,000 people per doctor in
Bangladesh, so the church-run hospital in
Bollobhpur is a vital source of health care
for impoverished communities.
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Asura Khatun, in Alumpur, had painful
sores on her hands — a sign that she was
being poisoned by naturally-occurring
arsenic in the water. The Church of
Bangladesh dug safe wells and
encouraged families to eat more
nutritiously to counteract the effects of
the arsenic. Asura said: ‘'l was in a lot of
pain, but the church took care of me!

A boat on flooded land in Kandi. Every
year, the monsoons in Bangladesh claim
lives, flood huge swathes of land and
hamper communications. At the same
time, the waters carry minerals that make
the soil rich and fertile — which is
extremely important in a country with so
many mouths to feed.



Life in Bangladesh I

<<TARGETYOUR GIVING >>

The photographs in this exhibition show the work of the Church of Bangladesh, which is
supported by USPG's Bangladesh in Focus Project. The Projects scheme enables
churches and individuals to target their giving to a specific area of work and see it make a
difference. If you would like to know more about this Project, or give a donation nowy,
please complete the form below and return it to:

USPG: Anglicans in World Mission, 200 Great Dover Street, London SE1 4YB

_P51200-DSG-2BN-P140

L] Please send me further information about supporting Bangladesh in Focus
Please register me to receive USPG’s FREE quarterly magazine Transmission

Full Name (including title):

Address:

Postcode: Tel:

L] 1 would like to receive news by email. Email:

| would like to make a contribution to the Bangladesh in Focus Project:
| enclose a cheque/CAF/credit/debit card payment made payable to USPG for

[] 5 L] £25
L] f1250 L] other £

Credit/Debit card number (please delete as appropriate)

HEEEEEREEEEEREREEEEEN
Card expiry date: DD/DD Issue number: L[]

Security code (last 3 digits on the signature strip): |:| D |:|

Signature:| | Date:DD/DD/DD

Gift Aid makes every £1 worth £1.28

[J I want all donations that | have made to USPG for the six years prior to this year (but no earlier than 6 April
2000) and all donations that | make from the date of this declaration until | notify you otherwise, to be
treated as Gift Aid donations. To qualify for Gift Aid, what you pay in Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax must
at least equal the amount we will claim in a tax year.

Signature:| | Date:DD/DD/DD

We never give your details to third parties. However, USPG keeps your name and address for the purposes of keeping
you up to date with our work. If you would prefer to be excluded from this correspondence please tick this box )




‘The main vision of the Church of Bangladesh is to
share the love of Christ.’

James Pender, USPG-supported mission companion
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