
Half the population in Tanzania is living

below the World Bank’s poverty line and

health services in the country are severely

under-resourced. Since 1962, Kwa Mkono

Polio Hostel has been helping children with

polio, many of them from very poor

backgrounds. 

The Kwa Mkono Polio Hostel takes in

children with physical disabilities and

arranges for corrective surgery and

ongoing therapy at St Francis’ Hospital.

The children are fitted with callipers, given

crutches and taught to walk. 

The reduction of children now contracting

polio has resulted in the hostel having the

means to  support children with other

debilitating conditions, such as cerebral

palsy.

As well as providing children with the

healthcare they need, the hostel seeks to

provide an education with a view to

helping them into employment. As a

result, the hostel has seen residents

become teachers, shoemakers, carpenters

and tailors.

401

Kwa Mkono Polio Hostel

Nkhotakota

TANZANIA

MOCRATIC
EPUBLIC
OF THE
CONGO
(ZAIRE)

RWANDA
BURUNDI

capital: Dodoma

languages: Kiswahili or Swahili

(official), English (primary language for

commerce, administration and higher

education), Arabic (spoken widely in

Zanzibar) and many local languages

religion: Mainland – Christian 30%,

Muslim 35%, Indigenous 35%. 

export: Gold, coffee, cashew nuts,

cotton

further reading:
www.tanzanianews.com

Missionaries of the UMCA (now

USPG) first arrived on Zanzibar (now

part of Tanzania) in 1863. USPG

continues to support Anglican

dioceses in Tanzania as they reach out

in practical ways.
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researcher’s statement

‘Kwa Mkono is an example of how a

little can go a very long way. Over the

past 40 years it has given a future to

many children in desperate need. ’

David Poynor, Africa Link Officer

tanzania factfile about this Project...

Rehabilitation for children with polio and other conditions.

HealtHcare for all

u

u Project supporters will receive three newsletters a year

and other resources to help promote your Project.

Your donations will help us to cover the full costs of the Project, including a direct grant to the partner church and the cost of monitoring
the Project and sharing regular news. Any money received over the Project target will be allocated to where the need is greatest.
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